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NEW LIFE ACADEMY 

THEATRE DEPARTMENT 

FALL 2019 
STUDENT CONTRACT 

Commitment and Conflicts: 

Participation in a theatre production requires a tremendous time commitment. Carefully consider 

whether you are willing and able to make the commitment throughout the entire duration of this 

production. The number of other obligations and your current course load should help you determine if 

you have the time to be fully committed to this production. Generally, students on the volleyball team 

are unable to participate in Fall theater because our rehearsals conflict with games. Other Fall sports 

participation is also impacted by the Fall drama schedule. Please refer to the attached Sports Conflicts 

addendum for specific information.  

 

The production commitment for “The Little Mermaid” will be August 22 through November 10, 

2019. All students cast in this show must be available for all rehearsals unless otherwise arranged with 

the Director. Our first rehearsal will be held on Thursday, August 22. 

Rehearsals will be held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-9pm, with some additional 

Saturday rehearsals as well. Specific actor call times will be posted on a week-by-week basis.  

The weekly schedule will be available online at: www.newlifeacademydrama.shutterfly.com once the 

cast is announced. All students and parents will be sent an invitation from Shutterfly to join our NLA 

Drama site. Please accept this invitation so you can access the full site and receive all announcements, 

updates and reminders. 

Students are not required to attend rehearsal if they are not called on a specific day. Know that dates 

labeled “TBA” should be considered full cast rehearsals until otherwise noted. Moreover, all cast and 

crew members are required to attend and participate in all tech rehearsals, all 

performances and strike (set teardown following the final show). Performances are November 1, 2, 

3, 8, 9 and 10. Failure to attend these events will make you ineligible to audition for the next show that 

we produce. Multiple conflicts with the rehearsal and strike schedules may determine if you can or 

cannot be cast in the show. 

List all prior commitments on your audition form. It is important that parents be consulted when 

completing this form to be sure that all known family/church commitments, conflicts with other 

extracurricular or work schedules, private lessons, sports, trips etc. are noted. Students are allowed 2 

excused absences over the course of the rehearsal schedule. However, NO ABSENCES will be 

allowed the last 2 weeks of rehearsals. Absences are considered excused only if they were listed 

on your audition form and if you gave notice to and received permission from the Director at least 

three days prior to the absence. A note from the parent after the fact does not constitute an excused 

absence. Attendance will be taken at every rehearsal and 2 unexcused absences can result 

in dismissal from the show.  

http://www.newlifeacademydrama.shutterfly.com/
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*During this run we will have 1 rehearsal on a school-break long weekend. The date of this 

rehearsal is THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17.  This rehearsal is MANDATORY for all cast and crew 

and will be our pre-tech rehearsal.* 

**Our MANDATORY all day tech rehearsal for all cast and crew will be SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 26. Tech week rehearsals OCTOBER 28-31 are also MANDATORY for all involved 

in the show.** 

 

Eligibility: 

Academic: As stated in the NLA Student Handbook, students must maintain a minimum GPA to 

participate in co-curricular activities. If a student’s grades cause them to become academically ineligible 

to participate, it can result in dismissal from the show. 

 

Behavioral: Students will be expected to follow the standards in the NLA Student Handbook in relation 

to behavior, both during school hours and out of school hours. We expect cast and crew members to 

treat each other with respect as well as follow direction from all adult production team members. We 

also expect the cast and crew to work together to support each other and have a positive attitude 

throughout the duration of this commitment. Cast and crew members are expected to respect school 

property and clean up after themselves. We as a Drama Department have high standards and expect 

the students to walk, on and off the stage, with impeccable character. Violations will result in 

disciplinary action. 

 

Production Expectations: 

Actors are expected to come to rehearsal on time, dressed in theater appropriate clothing and 

prepared to work at every rehearsal. Attendance will be taken at each rehearsal. Each actor must have 

their own paper and pencil available at every rehearsal.  

 

When not actively rehearsing, actors may be quietly doing homework or working on lines, however 

students should not leave the rehearsal area. Actors are to come prepared for the rehearsal having 

learned what is expected of them based on notations in the weekly schedule and verbal direction from 

the Director. When “off-book” is listed on the rehearsal schedule, it is expected that lines will be fully 

memorized, and the script will not be allowed to be used on stage. Excessive talking during rehearsal 

can result in the actor being sent home. Rehearsal time is not social time.  

Actors may be asked to help with set, lighting or costume production as well, but at this time there is 

no specific time requirement. 

 

Fees and Financial Expectations: 

An activity fee of $160 is required. This will be automatically applied to the student’s EagleNet 

account. This fee is assessed to help offset the cost of the production, including theater instruction, 

costume rental, sound equipment rental, set costs and riser rental. The fee also helps offset the cost of 

providing a dinner for cast and crew at the all-day tech rehearsal.  

 

A costume will be provided for each cast member however, actors generally will need to provide their 

own shoes per the Costume Coordinator requests. Information regarding shoes will be posted on the 

Shutterfly site as soon as it has been finalized.  
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Hair and makeup products are generally provided for each cast member as well; however, we may ask 

for donations of commonly used items such as bobby pins, makeup wipes and hairspray if needed.  

No student will be excluded from the production due to a financial situation. Please contact the Director 

if there is a need for assistance, or if a payment plan is requested. 

 

Drama Mamas and Papas: 

Without the support of parent volunteers, a theater program would be impossible. Once the cast list is 

announced, we will add all students and their parents to our communications contact list. It is 

extremely important that both student and parent provide us with your preferred email 

contact information on the Audition form. You will begin to get regular updates on scheduling, 

volunteer opportunities and other pertinent announcements once rehearsals are scheduled. 

 

We will be hosting a Parent Meeting prior to auditions, tentatively scheduled for August 5. We will 

contact all cast member parents via email with time and place details. Questions about auditions and 

our process through rehearsals and production will be addressed at this time. Parent attendance at this 

meeting is greatly appreciated! 

Parents will have the responsibility to sign up to help in various areas of need throughout the 

production. Our Shutterfly site will have signup sheets available for many volunteer opportunities, and 

we will also send periodic email requests for set building help or other needs as they arise.  

Thank you in advance for an amazing production filled with immense amounts of hard work, joy and 

reward! 

 

Contacts: 

Director:  

Janette Bach    janettebach@newlifeacademy.org 

 

Drama Mama & Papa Coordinators: 

Brenda Nicol    nicoltim_brenda@hotmail.com 

Robin Maynard    robinmaynard@me.com 
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